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The Lemmings and the Jews

By Rabbi Benjamin Blech
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Why are so many Jews willing to side with our executioners and side with those who openly seek our destruction?


Yes, lemmings do exist – but it turns out that the story about their inexplicable habit of committing mass suicide by collectively jumping off a cliff is nothing but an urban myth. In spite of Walt Disney lending it credibility in his famous White Wilderness documentary and Apple making it unforgettable in its 1985 Super Bowl commercial “ Lemmings ”, nature isn’t that stupid. It was just a widely popular misconception based on a misunderstanding of lemming migrations.


Strangely enough though there is in fact a human parallel – an extremely odd human behavior identified by psychiatrists as “the lemming effect” with potentially dangerous and fatal consequences, and for many Jews today it has become a shared sickness.


It’s remarkable that “the lemming effect” has made such tremendous inroads into contemporary Jewish life. We are the people who have been the paragons of survival; we were the meaning of G-d’s first message to Moses symbolizing His people – a burning bush which was not consumed.


Why, then, are so many of us today willing to side with our executioners and join cause with those who openly seek our destruction?


It was nothing other than “the lemming effect” in London when a contingent of young Jews gathered together outside Parliament Square to recite Kaddish, the Jewish prayer of mourning for the righteous and holy departed, on behalf of the 62 Gazans (of which 50 were determined to be Hamas terrorists ) – whose names were read out individually with great respect– who were part of the tens of thousands of protesters attempting to breach the fence built to protect Israelis from the clearly stated goals of the “peaceful protesters.”
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Jews in London protesting the death of Hamas terrorists


Yahya Sinwar , the leader of Hamas in Gaza, could not have been clearer about his goals : “We will take down the border and tear out their hearts from their bodies.” As thousands of Palestinians showed up to achieve that murderous goal, the media insisted that the march was “against the occupation” and “for humanitarian relief ” in Gaza – even as rioters destroyed the very infrastructure that enables Israel to deliver food, medicine and supplies into Gaza.


“This is not peaceful resistance. Has the option [of armed struggle] diminished? No,” Al-Zahar, former foreign minister in the Hamas government, said during an interview with Al-Jazeera. “On the contrary, it is growing and developing. That’s clear. So when we talk about ‘peaceful resistance,’ we are deceiving the public.”


And Jewish lemmings naïvely bought into the deception.


The London protesters felt a spiritual imperative to say Kaddish for those who made a sacred oath to murder them if only given the opportunity. In a classic perversion of the biblical principle that we are to preserve our lives by killing our potential murderers first, the progressive text seems to be we must pray for those who were not successful in carrying out their intent to slay us.


No, even lemmings aren’t that irrational – nor do they really take suicidal steps to hasten their own deaths.


“The lemming effect” applies to all Jews who seem to have a soft spot of mercy and compassion reserved only for their avowed enemies, with none to spare for their own Jewish family. Another fascinating example took place this past month at a gathering of those whose lives were ostensibly dedicated to the preservation of Judaism.


On May 14 at the annual graduation ceremony of the Hebrew Union College in Los Angeles, Michael Chabon was honored with the invitation to deliver the commencement address to the future leaders of the reform movement. Chabon is a famous author publicly known for his hatred of Israel and contempt for Israeli Jews. Indeed, these were themes he harped on in his talk. But there was more.
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Michael Chabon, a leading self-hating Jew

Much of his remarks were an assault against Judaism. Particularly distasteful to him was the very idea of Jew marrying Jew – what he called “a ghetto of two.” Intermarriage, he said, is “the source of all human greatness.” Judaism draws lines, distinctions and boundaries, all of which are nothing less than evil.


To sum up, in his words, it would be no tragedy at all if Judaism would disappear forever.


And with the exception of one graduate who together with her family – some of whom reside in Israel – walked out in protest, the entire audience followed the honored guest speaker’s prescription for mutual suicide with thunderous applause!


It is painful to witness these fearful illustrations of mass stupidity. But it is more than stupidity. Perhaps psychiatrists can identify the causes of this self-hatred. In the interim, all of us need to recognize that even lemmings aren’t really that crazy – and it is more than time for Jews to renounce the suicidal behavior which defies our mission to be a “light unto the nations”.

Reprinted from the June 10, 2018 website of Aish.com

A Blast from the Past
A Chesed Personality
By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov are the three pioneers of Judaism.  Each one introduced a vital component of Yiddishkeit.  Avraham Avinu initiated chesed, kindness, Yitzchak Avinu demonstrated avodah, Divine service such as prayer, and Yaakov Avinu introduced us diligent Torah study.  It is important to note that Hashem chose to start the Jewish people with the cornerstone of chesed with Avraham Avinu.  He could have started our ancestry with Torah or avodah but He wanted us to realize that the very first building block of a ben Torah is the foundation of kindness.  This is consistent with the Torah adage, “Derech eretz kodmah laTorah,” that proper behavior must precede Torah in order for the Torah to thrive and succeed.


What exactly is a chesed-personality?  Let me give you an example.  Recently, I was asked to address ninth and tenth grade boys.  The lecture was held in the tenth grade room and the ninth graders were told to bring in chairs for themselves.  As each one brought his own chair to take a seat, I told them that the great mussar personality, Rav Yisroel Salanter, Zt”l, Zy”a, would tell two people who were carrying chairs for themselves to a specific destination ,that they should instead carry the chair for one another. In reality, they are doing the same thing but instead of doing it for themselves and it being a selfish act, now they are doing a kindness for each other.


Developing a quest to do for another is the hallmark of a chesed personality.  Some people can walk down the block and identify right away which car is a Lexus, which is a Cadillac, a Buick and which is a Chevrolet.  Other people can differentiate between a daffodil, a tulip, a daisy and a lilac, a rose and a zinnia.  Others will tell you that this bird is a sparrow or a robin, that one is a blue jay, another is a parrot and the big one is an eagle.  Each of these specialists has a trained eye for their own particular interest.  We, as fortunate children of Avraham Avinu, need to sensitize our eyes to spot chesed opportunities


Parents who are raising children have to be mindful of molding their children into chesed-personalities.  We can teach them to notice a friend who doesn’t have a snack at recess, and how they could discretely share their own.  We can advise them to detect a boy or girl who doesn’t have a good pen or pencil in class, and offer them an extra.  

All of us should try to perceive a gloomy person who we can cheer up or a lonely person who we can befriend.  The chesed personality does not have to be told that his colleague is out of work.  He’ll notice the telltale signs of his hanging around and he’ll be quick to offer some networking advice.  A chesed personality, when he or she parks the car, makes sure to do it in a way that they leave enough room for someone else to park as well.


Rav Avigdor Miller, Zt”l, Zy”a, would say that if you’re married, you never lack from opportunities to do chesed.  Indeed one who is married should ask him or herself a blunt question:  Am I a kind spouse?  What are some manifestations of a kind spouse?  Do you get up quietly in the morning so as not to awaken your partner?  Do you look to pick up your spouse’s favorite snack?  Are you happy if your mate is having a good time - even it you’re not?  These are again some features of the chesed personality.


Kindness is a work in progress.  We can always build on our arsenal of opportunities.  At our shul, we can put away seforim and bend down to pick up litter from the floor.  We can close the lights when we leave, brings boxes of tissues, tape up a ripped siddur.  These are all methods to do kindness for the rabim, the community.  

We must also remember the Torah admonition, Mi’bsorcha al tisaleim - From your own flesh do not conceal yourself,” which means one must practice chesed with one’s relatives.  If we have a relative who is ill or not married, they demand our special attention.  The fact that these offerings are often times not rewarding makes it an even greater chesed opportunity.


May it be the will of Hashem that we develop ever growing chesed opportunities and in that merit may Hashem shower us with all of His many varieties of Divine kindness.

Reprinted from the November 16, 2014 website of Matzav.com

Earning a Living Doesn’t Have to be Difficult
By Rabbi Bentzion Shafier

Founder of TheShmuz.com

[image: image5.jpg]



“And HASHEM said to Moshe and Aharon, ‘Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore, you will not bring this congregation to the land that I have given them.’” - Bamidbar 20:12

The be’er disappeared when Miriam died

For almost forty years while the Jews were traveling in the desert, their source of water was the be’er, a large rock that provided the water they needed to survive. The Jewish nation then consisted of about three million people. They had also taken many animals with them when they went out of Mitzrayim, so they required millions of gallons of water each day. The be’er provided all they needed and more.


When Miriam died, the rock disappeared, and the Klal Yisroel recognized that their survival was in jeopardy. HASHEM told Moshe Rabbeinu to go out into the desert, speak to the rock, and bring the water back. When Moshe and Aharon went to the rock, they spoke to it and received no response. Moshe then assumed that just as it was necessary to hit the rock when the Jews first went out into the desert, so too now. When he hit the rock, it began pouring forth water.


Later, HASHEM told Moshe and Aaron that they had erred. HASHEM told them to speak to the rock, and it was through the power of speech that the miracle was to come about. On some level, they were lacking in their trust in HASHEM, and this caused them to miscalculate. Had they been more complete in their trust, they would have used words alone, and the rock would have provided the water.


Rashi tells us that because of this mistake, the Jewish people lost out on a great lesson. Had Moshe only spoken to the rock, the Jews would have said to themselves, “A rock doesn’t require sustenance, yet it listens to the word of HASHEM; surely, we, who rely on HASHEM for parnassa, must listen to Him.” However, since Moshe hit the rock instead of speaking to it, that lesson was lost.


Rashi seems to be saying that if Moshe had spoken to the rock, the Jewish people would have increased their level of service to HASHEM. They would have realized that their livelihood was dependent upon their doing mitzvahs, and this would have added focus and precision in the way that they fulfilled them.
Reward for mitzvahs isn’t in this world

There are two problems with understanding this Rashi. One is that the Gemara tells us that the reward for mitzvahs is not in this world. While it is true that HASHEM rewards every good a person does, the place of that reward is in the World to Come. In fact, it is considered a curse to use up your payment in this world – something that is reserved for wicked people. So it doesn’t seem to be correct that their livelihood was dependent upon listening to HASHEM.


The second problem with this Rashi is that any motivational system must be tailored to fit the audience. The people of this generation received the Torah on Har Sinai. They spent almost forty years surrounded by the Clouds of Glory, completely immersed in Torah study, and sustained by the mon. They were on the highest madreigah of any generation in history. So even if their parnassa was dependent upon their listening, how would they be motivated by something so mundane as earning their daily bread?

 

Obstacles that prevent us from serving HASHEM

The answer to this question is based on understanding the Rambam (in HilchosTshuvah, Perek 9). He explains that even though we don’t receive reward for doing mitzvahs in this world, if a person keeps the Torah properly, then HASHEM will remove all of the obstacles that normally prevent a person from keeping themitzvahs. Sickness, war, poverty, and hunger prevent a person from learning or fulfilling the mitzvahs. If a person is happy and dedicates himself to keeping the Torah, HASHEM will shower him with all of the requirements to better serve Him, including peace, tranquility, well-being, sustenance, and all else that a person needs to follow the Torah.

The Rambam is telling us that since HASHEM created the world in order to have man follow the Torah, when a person uses the world properly, then HASHEM allows him to have his needs met in this world without strain. This will help him better serve HASHEM.


HASHEM was telling Moshe and Aharon that this lesson would have greatly affected the generation of the desert, but it was lost. Had the people seen the rock obeying HASHEM’s command, they would have been moved to a powerful realization: “The rock doesn’t have needs, yet it listens to HASHEM. How much more so should we, who have so many needs? HASHEM has promised that if we follow in his ways, He will remove all obstacles from our path. But if we don’t listen…”


That was a lesson that would have affected even this generation because their very survival depended on it. While people may have many lofty motives, one of our strongest drives is self-preservation. Had that generation come to a more clear recognition that their existence was dependent upon keeping the Torah, it would have changed even their appreciation — but it was a lesson lost.
Earning a living isn’t easy

The concept that HASHEM takes care of our needs when we use our lives properly can be a great source of motivation. Earning a living isn’t easy. Market economies rise and fall. Entire industries come and go. Careers that are in high demand in one decade are outsourced and sent overseas the next. Financial security in an ever-changing world is fragile at best.


While our main motivation to keep the Torah is that HASHEM commanded us to do it for our benefit in the World to Come, the reality is that we live in this world. We have bills to pay, children to put through school, and many, many financial obligations. Knowing that HASHEM will remove the obstacles standing in our way, as long as we dedicate ourselves to passionately keeping the Torah, can be a great impetus to growth.


This is not to say that life will be a bed of roses. There will still be nisyonos, life tests and different settings that we need for various reasons. However, the basic starting position is that HASHEM will take care of my needs so that I can better serve Him. That understanding can aid us to focus on our true purpose in this world and allow us a much greater degree of success in all of our endeavors.

Reprinted from this week’s website of TheShmuz.com This is an excerpt from the Shmuz on the Parsha book.
Living with the Times

The Differing Merits of Miriam, Aaron and Moses 
From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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In Miriam's merit, G-d provided the Children of Israel with water from a well which accompanied them in their travels for the entire forty-year period of their wanderings through the wilderness. The Jews were also protected by the "clouds of glory" which surrounded them wherever they went, in the merit of Aaron, Moses' brother. This week's Torah portion, Chukat, tells of the passing of Miriam and how the well which G-d had given the Jews in her merit ceased to flow when she died.

The Torah relates that the Children of Israel came to Moses and Aaron and complained about this. G-d then made the well flow once more, this time in the merit of Moses.


If we skip ahead a little bit to the passing of Aaron, we see that a similar hue and cry did not erupt when the clouds of glory were taken away. These clouds, it would seem, were no less necessary to the Jews in the wilderness than the well, for they protected them from the sun and from the harsh desert winds, paved the way before them, killed the poisonous snakes and scorpions, and showed them in which direction they were to travel. Why was this not protested as vociferously as the removal of Miriam's well?


Our Sages say there were, in actuality, two different kinds of clouds which accompanied the Jews. One kind protected them from the dangerous elements, and the other type, the "clouds of glory," were solely for the purpose of "glory"--to demonstrate the honor and esteem in which the Children of Israel were held by    G-d. The latter type of clouds were the ones which ceased after Aaron's death, never to return. The clouds which were necessary for the Jews' well-being in the desert were never taken away and continued to protect them as before. The Jews did not protest after Aaron passed away because they did not need those clouds of glory for their physical survival in the desert.


The question remains: If G-d made Miriam's well flow again in the merit of Moses, why did He not restore the clouds of glory which were removed after Aaron passed away? Was Moses not great enough to merit this as well?


G-d provided the well and the clouds of glory because of Miriam's and Aaron's personal merits. When they passed away the miracles they had merited logically also ceased to be. This was not the case, however, with Moses, the shepherd of the Jewish People, who cared for the needs of his flock. When the Children of Israel required something, Moses was there to provide it, not because of his personal merit, which was obviously great, but because it was needed by them.


That is why the well was restored, while the clouds of glory were not. The people needed to drink, but did not actually need the clouds, which were only in their honor. Moses, in his role as leader of the Jewish people, made sure that the Jews would not suffer from lack of water.


We also see from this the greatness of a true leader of Israel, whose concern lies only in providing the spiritual and physical needs of the Jewish people. Moses' devotion was so great, our Sages say, that the Jews continued to eat the manna, which fell in his merit, for 14 years after he himself passed away.

Reprinted from the Parshas Chukas 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Rav Avigdor Miller on Learning From Your Friend's Mistakes
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QUESTION: Should a person wait and not to cross at a red light when there is no traffic?

ANSWER: No, he shouldn't wait. Only that he has to check to make absolutely sure that there is no traffic. It's common sense.


However, I must tell you that the matter of crossing the street when there is traffic is not a simple matter. Because people all think that nothing could ever happen to them. People are careless with their lives because they think that nothing could happen to them. It only happens to other people. You know, that this is an instinct in human beings. Just as they lived until now, and just like they're alive right now, so they think it's going to continue. And then suddenly it happens.


You have to make it a policy of yours to learn from experience. So whenever we hear of an accident, we should never let that opportunity go by. We should know the news came to us, in order to warn us. Whatever happens to anybody should not be repeated by us. 


It says in the possuk "Just like a dog returns to what he vomited out," "so is a fool who repeats his foolishness" (Mishlei 26:11). It means this: A dog ate something in the street. He shouldn't have eaten it but he did. And after he ate it, he saw that he couldn't keep it down. So he gave it forth again. 


Now, that dog should have understood that it's not for him. But because he's a foolish dog, so he goes back and he eats it again. Now, I don't even believe such a dog exists. But humans like that do exist. If some misfortune happened because of your carelessness, it should have been a lesson, and you should never forget it. 
But even smarter than that, is a man who doesn't wait that it should happen to him. If it happens to somebody else, that's enough of a lesson for the wise person. He learns from others, from other people's misfortunes. And that's the great wisdom of experience - that you don't wait for it to happen on your own hide, but you make sure to learn from other people's misfortunes.


And that's a very important principle. Whatever news you get, whatever you hear - and you're hearing all the time - it should enter your ears. Somebody crossing the street was hit by a car. A child drowned in a pool. A grandchild was visiting his grandparents and he fell out of the window because there were no safety guards. When you hear these things, it should enter your heart like an arrow. And make it a principle, "I'm going to watch out for that thing." TAPE # 405

Reprinted from the Parashat Korach 5778 email of whY I Matter, the parsha sheet of the Young Israel of Midwood edited by Yedidye Hirtenfeld.
Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parshas Chukat 5778
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In the Torah  reading of this week we are reminded that one of the traits that Judaism emphasizes and encourages is that of obedience. Obedience requires a suspension of one’s own thought process and even behavior. Since this is not usually an acceptable state of being for humans, there is a natural tendency for disobedience and even rebellion. Children resent having to obey their parents, students chafe at the instructions of teachers and society generally abhors and disobeys government and laws on a very regular basis.


The Torah creates for us a commandment and warns us in advance that there is no rational explanation for its existence and fulfillment. It is simply a test of faith and a willingness to obey a higher authority, even if one’s own intellect and nature cannot fathom the reason for the command itself. In effect, we are being taught that obedience is the necessary ingredient for human discipline and without human discipline people are little more than uncontrollable wild animals.


It is our nature to filter all rules and laws through our own intellect. If somehow it makes sense to us then we are willing to obey but if we are not able to rationalize the command to ourselves then we feel that we are not obligated to obey.


We all know that discipline plays a great role in human society. No army can exist without it. At the beginning of the Soviet revolution in 1917, the Red Army experimented with running an army based on democracy and the common consensus of the soldiers themselves. Needless to say this proved disastrous to the army as a whole and to the very soldiers individually. Until today, discipline and obedience constitute the basis for all societal organizations and commercial enterprises.


For this necessary feeling of discipline to be instilled, the individual must feel that there is justification for one's obedience, for following orders and commands. The command cannot be intrinsically immoral, illegal or contrary to human nature and tradition. Therefore, the command regarding the red heifer appears late in the books of the Torah.  What has gone before shows the reliability of the commandment that is now advanced.


In the background of the commandments of the Torah, in their beauty and harmony, the demand for obedience and unquestioning discipline makes sense. All individual commandments of the Torah must be seen in the backdrop of the entire structure of halachah and Jewish tradition. There are no isolated commandments but rather they are all pieces of a whole, a tapestry of G-d’s will and Divine intent. 


The idea of discipline and obedience has already proven itself over through the commandments previously ordained by the Torah. As such, the current request for obedience even though there is no rational explanation for the demand itself, becomes more understandable and fits into the general pattern that is provided for Jewish life and survival.

Reprinted from the Parshas Chukat 5778 website of Rabbiwein.com

The Secret of Helping Troubled Students is 

Showing Trust and Love

By Daniel Keren

(“Not at Risk: Education as a Work of Heart” by Menachem Gottesman, PH.D with Leah Leslie Gottesman, M.A., Menorah Books, 180 pages, 2018)
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It began during the 1991 Persian Gulf War when Saddam Hussein was directing SCUD missiles almost every day at the Jewish State of Israel. Menachem Gottesman and his family had made Aliyah from America. And while rushing to unlock the front door of his apartment after warning sirens had been released in order to get to special bomb shelter the father saw the note informing him that his youngest son, 15-year old at the time had been summarily kicked out of his high school. What followed was a prolonged period of heartache, accusations and tension.


A few years later his son, now a member of an elite unit of the Israel Defense Forces at a family celebration urged his father “to create an educational facility for students like he had been, whom the school system had refused to accommodate.”
A Review of the Existing Literature Regarding Teenage Dropouts


Following that heartfelt plea, Dr. Gottesman undertook to review the existing literature regarding teenage dropouts in both Western society and in Israel in particular. What he discovered was that the dropout rates were similar, hovering between eight to ten percent of the overall school age population and that while some required adjustments in residential settings, almost all required from a school setting a safe haven or harbor from the challenges of their particular lives.


And in his research and his initial efforts to establish an alternative high school for children like his son who didn’t fit into the establishment schools, Dr. Gottesman discovered an entrenched bureaucracy in the Israeli educational ministry that made his goal difficult.


But with the help of influential individuals who were persuaded by his arguments, Dr. Gottesman in 1997 opened in downtown Jerusalem the Mercaz L'Mida Dati Learning Center ('Meled') that has had much success in transforming lives of troubled youths and restoring families for over twenty years. 
Dr. Gottesman’s Recollections of the Creation of Meled


This year, the school in conjunction with Menorah Books, an imprint of Koren Publishers Jerusalem, Ltd. has published Dr. Gottesman’s recollections of the creation of Meled in a 180 page hardcover book titled “Not At Risk: Education as a Work of Heart”. Co-authored by his wife Leah Leslie Gottesman, it tells in the words of its founders, the details of its groundbreaking educational work, sharing not only experiences and insights of faculty members and parents, but heartwarming, and at times deeply painful, personal stories of former students.

Dr. Gottesman after earning a B.A. in Psychology degree from Yeshiva University went on to be awarded an M.A. in Education and an Ph.D. in Child Development and Family Relations from Syracuse, NY. It was in 1977 that he made Aliya to Israel with his wife and three children, In the early 1980’s he co-founded the Shearim Institute of Jewish Development in Jerusalem to focus on areas of personal growth that could be verified by scientific standards with the goal to be compatible with frameworks for vibrant Jewish communal life.


In addition to his professional experience in child development, Dr. Menachem Gottesman drew upon three main sources to create a healing educational environment for youth labelled 'at risk: A.S. Neill's philosophy of education, the therapeutic method developed by Dr. Milton H. Erickson, and the spiritual outlook of Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik.
Developed to Help Students from Traditional and Observant Homes


Meled was developed to help students from traditional and observant homes who have dropped out of high school for a variety of reasons including substance abuse, anti-social behavior or dysfunctional home settings. It is interesting to note that 50% of the school’s students are English-speaking and this perhaps suggests that many of the problems were the result of the clash of children making Aliyah from English-speaking countries to a vastly different Sabra culture in the Promised Land.


Also the techniques of Meled which like many Mamlachti-Dati (Israeli government religious Zionist schools) includes a co-ed student body that  most probably would not be what would help a teenage student from a chareidi (more ultra-Orthodox) or Chassidic home. But the basic ingredients of Meled – trust and unconditional love for the troubled student are probably the same recipes that would help any such Jewish child.
Approximately 100 Students Graduate Each Year


To date since its establishment, Meled has graduated approximately 100 students each year and while not all those enrolled in Dr. Gottesman innovative school were able to be helped, the faculty has striven to keep contact with those who left in order to show their continuing sincere concern and love for them as Jews.


For parents, educators and those concerned with the seemingly persistent challenge of Kids at Risk who are crying for that extra attention and love, the “Not at Risk” book by the Gottesmans offers hope, guidance, and perhaps more importantly the confidence that nobody can’t be help to find him or herself and reach their full potential and become a blessing to Klal Yisroel. 


“Not at Risk: Education as a Work of Heart” by Menachem Gottesman, Ph.D. with Leah Leslie Gottesman, M.A. is available in Jewish bookstores or by contacting the distributor by calling (203) 830-8508 or email orders@korenpub.com
Reprinted from the May 24, 2018 edition of The Jewish Connection.
Reflections on the
24/7 Mitzva of Tzitzis

By Rabbi Sholom DovBer Avtzon

At the end of Parsha Shelach we find that the mitzva of tzitzis comes immediately after the story of a Jew who was chopping or gathering wood on Shabbos. One may ask, why do these two ideas appear consecutively?  


The Daas Zekainim explains that Moshe Rabeinu had a conversation with Hashem about the punishment that was to be meted on the woodchopper.


Moshe argued on behalf of the accused.  He stated that Hashem caused the person to sin. As if to say, it was Hashem’s fault.


Hashem inquired, “How is that so?”


Moshe replied that the person sinned only as a result of fulfilling and following another mitzvah, so technically it wasn’t his fault. He explained, the Torah commanded us to wear tefillin daily and notes that tefillin is a reminder to bnei Yisroel of their special connection to Hashem. However, the halachah is that one is not to wear tefillin on Shabbos. Therefore, by obeying this mitzvah of not wearing tefillin that Shabbos, he lost this reminder and subsequently sinned on that Shabbos.

A 24/7 Reminder


Hashem replied, “I will be giving bnei Yisroel another reminder about our connection. The difference though is that this reminder is 24/7. You can have it on Shabbos, you can have it by night, and you can even have it when you are in an impure place; times and places where the tefillin cannot be worn.”


And that is the uniqueness of the mitzvah of tzitzis. We wear it on Shabbos, and yes, we also wear it when we go to sleep at night (as the Frierdiker Rebbe stated in 5702, when he was on Chicago), and yes, it is not removed when we enter the restroom.


A question that is often asked nowadays is, “If the mitzvah is to wear tzitis at all times, why is it a mitzvah for only a four cornered garment that is worn during daytime?” 


And the answer is simply, because that is the only way that it is able to serve as a reminder for one to do all the mitzvos. If there would be a commandment to place tzitzis on one of the garments that one is wearing, it would merely be one of the many mitzvos that one is obligated to follow, just like we are obligated to recite a brocha after we eat a meal. However, the commandment is not that one must wear tzitzis, rather one must wear tzitzis only when he is wearing a four-cornered garment. 


Therefore, when one chooses to place a four-cornered garment on himself on a daily basis, it demonstrates that he wants on his own initiative the reminder of his unique connection to and with Hashem.

The Personal Desire to be Connected to Hashem


This declaration that I desire to be connected to Hashem, is an affirmation of my love to Hashem, and as the Alter Rebbe states in Tanya, that Ahava, our love to Hashem, is the foundation to one’s fulfillment of all positive mitzvos.


So Hashem intentionally made it that one can be walking around without tzitzis and he is not doing anything wrong. Since he is not wearing a four cornered garment, there is no obligation to have tzitzis. But if he wants to feel that special connection with Hashem, he will wear it even when halachacilly one is not obligated to wear it.


In other words, Hashem’s response was that if you want a reminder of this connection, I am giving you the opportunity to create it. It is a mitzvah, if you want it, but I won’t obligate it. I am telling you that it has special abilities and powers that you can harness if you wish to.


This is brought out in the explanation that the Alter Rebbe gave to the question of how the Avos were able to fulfill all the mitzvos if they weren’t given yet. He explained that since Avrohom and the other Avos loved Hashem, they instinctively knew what Hashem desired, even though it was not yet commanded.


So too, we accepted upon ourselves to wear a four cornered garment, in order that we can fulfill the mitzvah of tzitzis at all times. We understand that that is what Hashem appreciates even though He didn’t command us to do so. Conversely, by not putting on a four cornered garment, we are making a different statement. 
So yes, even when we are biking, playing sports or sleeping, we choose to put on a garment of four corners and proudly allow ourselves to wear Hashem’s uniform.

Reprinted from Rabbi Sholom DovBer Avtzon’s Parshas Shelach email. A veteran mechanech and the author of numerous Seforim on the Lubavitcher Rebbeim and their chassidim, he is available to speak or farbreng in your community and can be contacted at avtzonbooks@gmail.com 
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